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SUB J : ARAB BOYCOTT- AMERICAN EXPRESS MAKES AMENDS 

1. A LOCAL ARAB LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER RECENTLY RAN A GARBLED 
ARTICLE ALLEGING THAT AMERICAN EXPRESS HAD BEEN CIRCULATING 
ADVERTISING FOR ISRAEL DEPICTING A NAKED WOMAN ON A BEACH. 
INACCURATE AS THE ARTICLE WAS, WHAT ACTUALLY DID HAPPEN 

IS RATHER BREATHTAKINGLY INCREDIBLE, FOR, WHETHER BY HUMAN 
ERROR OR COMPUTOR ERROR EVERY AMEX CREDIT CARD HOLDER IN 
ARAB WORLD RECEIVED WITH HIS MONTHLY STATEMENT A FLYER 
PRINTED IN ISRAEL URGING HIM TO VISIT THE HOLY LAND. 

2. AFTER APPEARANCE OF THE ARTICLE, THE AMEX REPRE- 
SENTATIVE IN BEIRUT WAS QUESTIONED BY THE MILITARY 
POLICE ( AS IS KNOWN, INFRACTIONS OF THE ARAB BOYCOTT 
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ARE SUBJECT TO MARSHAL LAW) AND HE ENGAGED COUNSEL 
EXPERT IN BOYCOTT MATTERS FOR ASSISTANCE. HOWEVER, 

IT IS HOPED THAT THE ISSUE WILL GO NO FURTHER. ONE 
REASON FOR THIS HOPE IS AN IMPORTANT AGREEMENT THAT 
HAS JUST BEEN ANNOUNCED BETWEEN AMEX AND THE LEBANESE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TOURISM UNDER WHICH AMEX WILL 
ASSUME CHARGE OF A STEPPED- UP GROUP TOUR EFFORT OVER 
THE NEXT FEW YEARS. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT THE 
AGREEMENT IS VERY FAVORABLE TO LEBANON AND THAT 
THE FAVORABLE TERMSARE A RESULT OF A PROMPT EFFORT 
BY AMEX TO MAKE AMENDS FOR ITS BLUNDER. 
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